
Matthew Keeter Sportsmanship Award 
Sponsored by the Missouri Fox Trotting Horse Breed Association 

 
In the Game of Life, Not All Ribbons Are Blue 

The Matthew Keeter Sportsmanship Award honors a very special young man from Harrison, 
Arkansas who exemplified the true meaning of kindness, respect and courtesy.  Matthew 
passed away at the age of 14 from the rare condition of hemophilia.  Although he couldn’t 
play sports, he enjoyed riding ponies and his Missouri Fox Trotters.  Matt was well-known in 
the performance arena at Ava, Missouri.  He never won a blue ribbon, but according to his 
grandmother, Shirley, he loved to show his Missouri Fox Trotters.  His grandmother fondly 
told his story that one year someone brought a Wyoming flag for the Grand Entry, but there 
wasn’t a rider to carry it, so Matt and his little grey mare were asked to carry the flag.  Matt 
was very proud!   
 
Bryan Biggs, a Missouri Fox Trotting Horse Breed Association member and trainer, knew 
Matt as a young man, and he offered these kind words.  “He loved horses and always had a 
smile on his face and probably had more reason than most to not be so happy, but he never 
let his health condition keep him from doing what he loved.  I think God surrounds us with 
people like Matt to remind us to be humble and not take for granted what is given to us, and 
have fun, count our blessings, and share our happiness with friends and family.” 
 
The award was designed to recognize MFTHBA members who display the principles of good 
sportsmanship and consistently put them into practice.  Whether it is following rules, 
lending a hand to a fellow equestrian, or celebrating victories of others, MFTHBA members 
exhibit good sportsmanship on a daily basis.  To honor Matthew Keeter’s legacy, this award 
was created to recognize those MFTHBA members who exemplify principles of good 
sportsmanship and consistently put them into practice. 
 
Guidelines for Nominations 

• Each member can nominate one individual for the award describing the nominee in 
200 words or less.   

• The nominee must be an active member of the MFTHBA. 
• The award will be presented annually.  The form is available online at mfthba.com.  

(Provide link) 
• The deadline to submit nominations is October 1.   
• MFTHBA will announce all nominees to the membership by October 15. 
• Online voting by the membership will close on November 15. 
• The award winner will be announced in December, and will be honored at the 

following Spring Show. 
 
  



Past Award Winners Include: 
1991 – Bobbie Williams 
1992 – Florine Barham 
1993 – Patty Donley 
1994 – Robert Lyle 
1995 – Regina Barber 
1996 – Bryan Biggs 
1997 – Anita Youngblood 
1998 – Dale Nessen 
2012 – Paula Crump 
2013 – Ralph Smith 
2014 – Mark Holifield 
2015 – Darrell Martin 
2016 – Susan Engle 
2017 – Chastity Young 
2018 – Hope Kohout 
2019 – Pat Aubuchon 
2020 – Amber Wilson 
2021 – Lisa King 
2022 – Pat Aubuchon 
2023 – Wayne Goodman 
2024 – Cheynne Dunham 
 
If you have any questions, please contact MFTHBA Membership Committee Co-Chairs: 
Peggy Mantle – peggymantle@yahoo.com 
Diane Zuck – willowdz1026@gmail.com 
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Nomination Form 

Guidelines for Nominations 
• Each member can nominate one individual for the award describing the nominee in 

200 words or less.   
• The nominee must be an active member of the MFTHBA. 
• The award will be presented annually.   
• The deadline to submit nominations is October 1.   
• MFTHBA will announce all nominees to the membership by October 15. 
• Online voting by the membership will close on November 15. 
• The award winner will be announced in December, and will be honored at the 

following Spring Show. 
 

Nominee Name:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
Must Be an Active Member of the MFTHBA 
 
In 200 words or less, please describe why this person should be considered for this award: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominated By:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
Must Be an Active Member of the MFTHBA 
 
Please return the completed form to the MFTHBA, P. O. Box 1027, Ava, MO 65608 or email 
foxtrot@mfthba.com 
 
The form must be received by the MFTHBA office by October 15 to be considered for the 
award.  
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